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Thursday 11 June 2026
Dear

e Dr Emmanuelle Soubeyran, Director General of WOAH
e Excellencies, Regional representatives for the global WOAH regions

e Excellencies, Veterinary Authority representatives of WOAH’s 183 member
countries

Long distance transport of live animals

The signatories of this letter are pleased that the World Organisation for Animal
Health (WOAH) is revising its recommendations on the transport of animals. We
recognise that this is a thorough process involving WOAH officials, the Code
Commission and Veterinary Authority representatives from 183 countries, and we
support a science-based process that strengthens the practical implementation of
WOAH's animal welfare principles.

As we observe positive policy change globally to end the trade - such as a ban on live
exports from Great Britain and New Zealand, the upcoming ban on sheep exports by
sea from Australia and the withdrawal of veterinary export certificates in Germany
for several categories of live animals to third countries - we welcome all effective
steps to improve welfare, reduce journey lengths and ultimately end this cruel and
unsustainable trade.

We therefore call on you, and all stakeholders, to use this current revision as a critical
opportunity to bring the long-distance transport of live animals to an end. Indeed,
this is recognised in principle by the current Terrestrial Animal Health Code and the
latest draft for consolidated Chapter 7.2 stating that:

“Longer journeys increase risks to animal welfare.” and recommending that
“Journeys should be kept as short as possible.”

We urge that these principles underscore the revisions made for the transport of live
animals, alongside the growing evidence of animal welfare science* that the long-
distance transport of live farmed animals causes pain and suffering.

As highlighted by recent geopolitical dynamics involving conflict zones, ships carrying
cattle and sheep have been sent to conflict-affected regions, putting crew and
animals at risk of protracted delays, injuries and death.

Most very long journeys are by sea and experience over the years - together with
reports by veterinarians -shows that these journeys often involve serious problems for
the animals involved. This includes large build-ups of faeces and slurry in the animal



pens; wet and soiled bedding; dirty water and feed troughs; overcrowding; high
temperatures, extreme humidity and inadequate ventilation; injuries, some of which
require euthanasia; and malnutrition, even starvation as some animals do not
recognise the feed provided on board the ships as being edible.

In addition to these habitual problems, periodic disasters - such as when vessels
capsize - have led to the death of many seafarers and tens of thousands of animals,
often by drowning. Also, animals can be stranded at sea for weeks or months due to
disease or importers refusing to accept the animals.

Long road journeys, too, are problematic. Particularly when trucks are overcrowded,
and temperatures are high, animals can become increasingly exhausted, dehydrated
and stressed as the long journeys wear on. Some get injured and collapse onto the
floor of the truck, where they risk being trampled by their companions.

Moreover, the long-distance transport of animals in crowded, stressful, hot,
unsanitary conditions may undermine their immune system, making them vulnerable
to infections, including zoonoses. The animals can transmit these pathogens during
the journey, leading to the transboundary spread of diseases, especially across
boundaries.

In conclusion, during the current revision of its recommendations on animal
transport, we respectfully urge WOAH and its members to strengthen the guidance
and enforcement in a manner that further improves animal welfare, reduces disease
risk and ends the transport of animals to conflict-affected regions and regions that
repeatedly fail to enforce animal welfare legislation.

Such revisions should be an urgent step towards ending the long-distance
transport of live farmed animals and replacing it with the transport of carcasses,
meat, milk powder and genetic material.

Yours Sincerely,

Peter Stevenson OBE

Chief Policy Advisor
Compassion in World Farming

On behalf of 135 global animal protection partners, academics and high-
profile supporters.
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https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7442
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/plain-language-summary/welfare-cattle-during-transport
https://www.eurcaw-ruminants-equines.eu/efsa-scientific-opinion-on-the-welfare-of-cattle-during-transport/
https://rr-europe.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/06/16_ncpt3_efsa_opinions_m_herskin.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1751731116001622
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1751731116001622

6. QiJ et al. Multi-omics investigation into long-distance road transportation
effects on respiratory health and immunometabolic responses in calves.
Microbiome. 2024.

7. Jakes GM et al. Transport stress induces paradoxical increases in airway
inflammatory responses in beef stocker cattle. PLOS ONE. 2025.
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ACADEMIC AND HIGH-PROFILE SUPPORTERS

Adéla Knapova

Journalist, writer and activist

Alan Cumming OBE

Actor

Arabella Amory

Environmentalist and philanthropist
Bas Rodenburg

Professor of Animal Welfare, Utrecht University
Brian Cox CBE

Actor

Carol Royle

Actor and producer

Chris Mullin



Author, journalist and former Labour Party MP, Westminster
Chris Packham CBE

Naturalist, broadcaster and environmental campaigner

Dale Vince OBE

Founder of Ecotricity

Dr Culum Brown

Professor of animal behaviour, Macquarie University

Dr Joanna Dilks

Consultant psychiatrist and medical educator

Dr S. Chinny Krishna

Co-founder of the Blue Cross of India

Dr Shireen Kassam, MD, PhD, DipIiBLM

Consultant haematologist & founder, Plant-Based Health Prof. UK
Dr Silvia Panizza Ph.D., FHEA

University College Dublin

Dr. Alan McElligott

Associate Prof. of Animal Behaviour & Welfare, City Uni.of Hong Kong
Evanna Lynch

Actor

Fazlun Khalid

Founder, Islamic Foundation for Ecology and Environmental Sciences
ibrahim Ozdemir

Vice President for Academic Affairs, American Islamic College
James Bolam

Actor

Jeffrey Moussaieff Masson Ph.D

Philosopher, author and former Sanskrit professor

Joanna Lumliey DBE

Actor and campaigner for human rights and animal welfare
Lady Katya Lester

Judge and barrister

Lord Martin Rees

Astrophysicist and former Astronomer Royal

Maneka Sanjay Gandhi



Environmentalist, author, politician & founder, People for Animals
Michael Gilmour

Associate Prof. of English & Biblical Literature, Providence Uni.College
Michael Gottlieb

Entrepreneur and restaurateur

Nithi Nesadurai

Director, Climate Action Network Southeast Asia

Noelle Harrison

International author and academic

Prof James Miller, Ph.D.

Professor of Humanities, Duke Kunshan University

Prof. dr hab. Andrzej Elzanowski

Anthro(po)zoology and bioethics, University of Warsaw

Professor Amir Kassam, OBE, FRSB, CBiol, PhD

Expert in conservation agriculture

Professor Andrew Knight BVMS, PhD, DipECAWBM (AWSEL), FRCVS
Veterinary Professor of Animal Welfare

Professor Bo Algers

Professor of Applied Ethology and expert on animal welfare
Professor Dave Goulson

Founder, Bumblebee Conservation Trust Prof. Biology, Uni. of Sussex
Professor David Clough

Chair in Theology and Applied Sciences, University of Aberdeen
Professor David Nally

Professor of Historical Geography, University of Cambridge
Professor Deborah Wynne

Professor of nineteenth-century literature and sustainability researcher
Professor lan Duncan

Emeritus Chair of Animal Welfare, University of Guelph

Professor James Serpell

Professor of Animal Ethics & Welfare at the Uni. of Pennsylvania
Professor John Webster

Professor Emeritus of Animal Husbandry, University of Bristol

Professor Lynne U. Sneddon



University of Gothenburg

Professor Mark Eisler BA Vet MIB MSc PhD MRCVS DipEVPC
Chair in Global Farm Animal Health, University of Bristol
Professor Michel Pimbert

University of Coventry

Professor Nanditha Krishna

Honorary Secretary, CPR Environmental Education Centre, Chennai
Professor Olivier De Schutter

Former United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food
Professor Paulo Borges

Professor of Philosophy, University of Lisbon

Professor Peter Singer AC

Professor of Bioethics, Emeritus, Princeton University
Professor Samantha Harvey

Award-winning author and academic

Professor Sheila Crispin

Fellow & Past-President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons
Professor Stevan Harnad

Academic and Editor, ‘Animal Sentience’ journal

Professor Teddy Duncan

Assistant Professor of English, Valencia College, FL

Professor Toby Knowles

Professor Emeritus, University of Bristol

Rabbi David Rosen KSG CBE

International Co-President of Religions for Peace

Rev. Dr. John Chryssavgis

Executive Director, Huffington Ecumenical Institute at HCHC
Rev Lindsay Meader

Senior Chaplain of Theatre Chaplaincy, UK

Rev Professor Andrew Linzey, PhD, DD, HonDD

Prof. Animal Theology & Director, Oxford Centre Animal Ethics
Rt Revd Bishop Dominic Walker OGS DL

Former C of E Bishop of Monmouth, Wales

Ros Draper



Therapy expert and author

Seth Watkins

Regenerative farmer and conservationist

Sir David Madden

Diplomat and author

Sir Jonathon Porritt CBE

Co-Founder of Forum for the Future, writer and broadcaster
Stanley Johnson

Author and environmentalist

Stuart Gillespie, PhD

Expert in food systems, nutrition and development
Ven. Bhikkhu Bodhi

Founder, Buddhist Global Relief

Zoé Wanamaker CBE

Actor





